
PHONICS PRESENTATION 

Thank you for joining us. Please can cameras remain 

switched off and microphones muted throughout the 

presentation. 

This session will be recorded.



PHONICS PRESENTATION

• Provide a greater understanding of phonics and 
early reading.

• Learn about the phonics scheme we use at 
Mousehold.

• How your child will read at school.

• How to help at home.



WHY TEACH PHONICS? 

• Phonics helps children to develop good reading and 
spelling skills. 

E.g. cat can be sounded out for reading and spelling.

• The ability to read and write is a vital skill for all children.

• We use a synthetic phonics approach called ‘Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds Revised’. Children have a phonics 
session everyday.



WHAT IS SYNTHETIC PHONICS?

• Synthetic Phonics is a way of teaching 
reading. 

• Children are taught to read letters or groups of 
letters by saying the sound(s) they represent –
so, they are taught that the letter s sounds like s
when we say it.

• Children can then start to read words by 
blending the sounds together to make a word.

vThe English language has 26 
letters

v44 sounds
vOver 100 ways to spell those 

sounds
It’s complicated!



LITTLE WANDLE LETTERS AND SOUNDS 
REVISED

• Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised is divided into five phases.
• Specific order of teaching.

• Repeated practice (practice makes permanent).

• Children have daily phonics sessions.

• Interventions are in place to ensure that children are receiving input 
targeted at the correct level.

• Reading books are matched to children’s phonic skills.

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resource
s/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


PHONEME

This is the smallest unit of 
sound in a word.

How many phonemes can you 
hear in   cat?

These are the letters that 
represent the phoneme.

GRAPHEME

DEFINITIONS

Children need to practise recognising the grapheme and saying the phoneme that it represents.



BLENDING AND SEGMENTING

Blending
Recognising the letter sounds in a written 
word

E.g. c-u-p

and merging or ‘blending’ them in the order 
in which they are written to pronounce 
the word ‘cup’. 

Segmenting

• ‘Chopping Up’ the word to spell it out

• The opposite of blending

• Identifying the individual sounds in a 
spoken word (e.g. h-i-m , s-t-or-k) and 
writing down letters for each sound 
(phoneme) to form the word ‘him’ and 
‘stork’. 



HOW TO SAY THE SOUNDS

• Saying the sounds correctly with your child is extremely 
important.

• The way we say sound may well be different from when you 
were at school.

• Use the chart in your child’s reading record for support.

• We say the shortest form of the sounds.

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-
parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


ONCE CHILDREN ARE GOOD WITH 
SINGLE PHONEMES…

• DIGRAPHS – 2 letters that make 1 sound

ch    ss   zz   oa    ai

e.g. boat and chop

• TRIGRAPHS – 3 letters that make 1 sound

igh    ear

e.g. light and fear



SEGMENTING ACTIVITY

Using ‘sound buttons’ can you say how many phonemes are 
in each word.

• dress

• sprint

• church



THIS IS WHERE IT GETS TRICKY!

• A phoneme can be represented/spelled in more than one 
way (cat, kennel, school).

• The same grapheme may represent more than one 
phoneme (me, met).

Great – grait
grayt



TRICKY WORDS

• Some everyday words in English have tricky spellings and 
can’t be read by blending. 

• These are sometimes called high frequency tricky words . 

• These words just have to be learned by sight and flashcard-
type games are a good way to practise these.

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/home/reading-owl/expert-help/jargon-buster--2


PHONICS SCREENING CHECK

• Year 1 – In June children will undertake a statutory assessment called the phonics 
screening check.

• If children do not reach the pass mark set by the government they retake the phonics 
check in Year 2.

• Children are assessed on their ability to sound talk and blend sounds in order to read a 
mixture of real words and pseudo words.

• Completed with your child’s teacher on a 1:1 basis and approached as a special task rather 
than a test.

*All children in Year 2 will complete this due to cancellation last year. If they don’t pass, they retake
the check later in the year. *



READING PRACTICE BOOK

• Once children have a secure knowledge of a number of GPC’s (Grapheme Phoneme 
Correspondences) and are blending, they will be ready for reading books. Prior to this they 
may have wordless books which develop great language skills and teach children the layout of 
books. 

• Children will be given a new book once a week.

• They will read 3 times per week on the same book focusing on different skills: Decoding,
Prosody (expression) and Comprehension.

• This book will be taken home daily in between these sessions to embed the learning and
must come back to school every day.

• This book is matched to your child’s phonic ability. The aim is that the children read at a
95% fluency. This means that the children should need little to no support reading the
words.The book should be easy J

• You child may receive an eBook (details to follow after half term) or a hard copy.  It will be 
recorded in their reading record what book to focus on.



SHARING BOOK

• Children will also bring home a ‘sharing book’ from our class library each 
week. The sharing book is a book they have chosen for you to enjoy 
together.
• To become lifelong readers, it is essential that they read for pleasure
• Please remember that you shouldn’t expect your child to read this alone. 

Read it to or with them. 



PHONICS IN YEAR 2

• We recognise that children progress at different rates.  Some children can find learning to 
read tricky to grasp, whereas others find elements of it easier.

• Some children will be working on sound recognition (phases 2 & 3) and other children will 
be more fluent readers. 

• Shift from learning to read to reading to learn.

• Comprehension strategies: generate questions, clarify meanings, summarising etc.

• Focus on grammar e.g. introduce and teach the past tense, investigate suffixes, prefixes and 
spelling patterns.



HOW CAN I HELP?

• By reading lots of books with your child.

• Praise your child for trying.

• Sing an alphabet song together.

• Play phonics games.

• Play ‘I spy’…This will help them to hear the initial sound in words.

• Continue to read rhyming books and sing nursery rhymes.

• https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources
/for-parents/

https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/


ENJOY READING WITH YOUR 
CHILD

Thank you so much for joining and listening.

If you have any questions please email the school office or speak to your child’s class 
teacher.


