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 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 ‘Open the book’ Example of Non-
statutory age 
related 
expectations for 
KS1 

 Birth to 5 Matters: Understanding 
the World: People and 
Communities – Range 4, 24-36 
months 
 
Has a sense of own immediate 
family and relations  
and pets 
• In pretend play, imitates 
everyday actions and  
events from own family and 
cultural background,  
e.g. making and drinking tea, going 
to the barbers,  
being a cat, dog or bird 
• Beginning to have their own 
friends 
• Learns that they have similarities 
and differences  
that connect them to, and 
distinguish them from, others 
 
Range 5, 36-48 months 
Shows interest in the lives of 
people who are  
familiar to them 
• Enjoys joining in with family 
customs and routines 
• Remembers and talks about 
significant events in  
their own experience 
• Recognises and describes special 
times or events  
for family or friends 

The Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 
recommends at least 30 minutes of 
RE per week for Reception children. 
 
Birth to 5 Matters: Understanding 
the World: People and 
Communities-Range 6, 48-60 
months and 61-70 months 
 
Enjoys joining in with family customs 
and routines 
• Talks about past and present events 
in their own  
life and in the lives of family 
members  
• Knows that other children do not 
always enjoy the  
same things, and is sensitive to this 
• Knows about similarities and 
differences between  
themselves and others, and among 
families,  
communities, cultures and traditions 
 
 
Enjoys joining in with family customs 
and routines. 
 
Statutory ELG: Past and present 
 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Talk about the lives of the people 
around them and their roles in  

The Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 
recommends a minimum of 5% 
curriculum time ie 36 hours a 
year at Key Stage 1 
 
As there is a mixed Year 1 and 2 
class this year 2021-2022, all of 
KS1 will follow the Year 2 
programme this year. 
 
There should be an in-depth 
investigation of: 1. Christianity 
2. One other principal world 
religion.  
And encountering : 
3. At least one other principal 
religion or worldview reflected 
in the local context.  
 

Schools should consider the 
following factors when deciding 
what to study as 2 and 3:  
· Understanding of the beliefs 
and practices of a ‘non-
Abrahamic’ tradition, e.g. 
Sikhism.  
· Understanding of connections 
between Abrahamic religions, 
e.g. Christianity, Judaism and 
Islam.  
· The local context. 
· Provide foundations for KS2.  
 
More time should be spent on 

The Norfolk Agreed Syllabus 
recommends a minimum of 5% 
curriculum time ie 36 hours a 
year at Key Stage 1 
 
As there is a mixed Year 1 and 2 
class this year 2021-2022, all of 
KS1 will follow the Year 2 
programme this year. 
 
There should be an in-depth 
investigation of: 1. Christianity 
2. One other principal world 
religion.  
And encountering : 
3. At least one other principal 
religion or worldview reflected in 
the local context.  
 

Schools should consider the 
following factors when deciding 
what to study as 2 and 3:  
· Understanding of the beliefs and 
practices of a ‘non-Abrahamic’ 
tradition, e.g. Sikhism.  
· Understanding of connections 
between Abrahamic religions, e.g. 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam.  
· The local context. 
· Provide foundations for KS2.  
 
More time should be spent on 
Christianity than any other 
individual religion or worldview.  

Children in KS1 have weekly 
assemblies ‘Open the book’ 
run by people from Norwich 
Central Baptist Church, these 
last for around 15 minutes. 
 
If we are able to have 
assembies again, this year 
(2020-2021) will be Year 1. 
 
Year 1 

Autumn term - Old Testament 
1.In the beginning (creation 

story) 

2.A sad day (consequences of 

choices) 

3.A special promise (making a 
promise) 
4.God’s friend (Trusting others) 
5.Joseph the dreamer (when 
things are unfair) 
6.Joseph the ruler (forgiveness) 

7.The Secret baby (God has a 
plan for us) 
8.The great escape (for those 
who are suffering) 
9.A long journey (thankfulness) 
10.Spies in Canaan (courage) 
11.The fall of Jericho (trust/ 

asking for help) 
12.The first Christmas. 
 
Spring term – life of Jesus 
1.The wise Men’s visit 
2. The boy in the Temple (family) 
3. jesus is baptised (special 
people) 
4. Jesus’ special friends (friends) 
5. Down through the roof 
(friends) 
6. The storm on the lake (when 
we are afraid) 

Theology  
There are four strands for 
theology:  
- where beliefs come from  
- how beliefs change over 
time  
- how beliefs relate to 

each other  
- how beliefs shape the 
way believers see the 
world  
The example below is for the 
first of these strands.  

  
Year 1 
Give a clear, simple 
account of at least one 
narrative, story or 
important text used by at 
least one religion or 
worldview.  

 
Year2 
Retell a narrative, story or 
important text from at 
least one religion or 
worldview and recognise a 
link with a belief.  
Recognise different types 
of writing from within one 
text.  
 

Philosophy  
There are three strands for 
philosophy: 
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• Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways  
of life indoors and outdoors 
• Knows some of the things that 
make them unique,  
and can talk about some of the 
similarities and  
differences in relation to friends or 
family 
 
 
Shows interest in the lives of 
people who are familiar to them.  
 
Remembers and talks about 
significant events in their own 
experience.  

 
Recognises and describes special 
times or events for family or 
friends.  

 
Shows interest in different 
occupations and ways of life.  

 
Knows some of the things that 
make them unique, and can talk 
about some of the similarities and 
differences in relation to friends or 
family.  
 
In Nursery, children make their 
own decorative Birthday squares 
on their birthday and celebrate 
festivals like Harvest, Diwali and 
Christmas. 
These are usually based around 
the individual children in Nursery 
and their beliefs. 
 
They also ask questions around 
RE, like Reception do. 
 
Lessons are based on: 
1. Christianity 

society; 
- Know some similarities and 
differences between things in the  
past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been  
read in class; 
- Understand the past through 
settings, characters and events  
encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 
 
Statutory ELG: People, Culture and 

Communities 
 
Children at the expected level of 
development will: 
- Describe their immediate 
environment using knowledge from  
observation, discussion, stories, non-
fiction texts and maps; 
- Know some similarities and 
differences between different  
religious and cultural communities in 
this country, drawing on  
their experiences and what has been 
read in class; 
- Explain some similarities and 
differences between life in this  
country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from  
stories, non-fiction texts and – when 
appropriate – maps. 
 
Lessons are based on: 
1. Christianity 
2. At least one other  

religion, religious belief or 
worldview.  
 
RE at EYFS will prepare children for 
the multi-disciplinary approach.  
Pupils begin to explore religion and 
worldviews in terms of special 
people, times, places and objects, as 
well as visiting places of worship. 

Christianity than any other 
individual religion or worldview.  
A minimum of 50% of allocated 
curriculum time should be spent 
on (1) and a minimum of 25% on 
(2). The remainder  
on (3).  
 
What do my senses tell  
me about the world of  
religion and belief?  
Christian, Hindu, Jewish  

 
How does a celebration  
bring a community  
together?  
Muslim, Christian  
 

What do Jewish people  
remember on Shabbat?  
Jewish  
 
What does the cross  
mean to Christians?  

Christian  
 
How did the universe  
come to be?  
Hindu, Christian 
 
Refugee week activities to help 
children understand what it feels 
like to be a refugee away from 
home. 

 
We also have a whole school 
religious festival plan that runs 
over 2 years, learning about 1 
major world religion festival 
each term. 
 
For 2020-2021 these are: 
 
Autumn- Diwali (Hinduism) 
 

A minimum of 50% of allocated 
curriculum time should be spent 
on (1) and a minimum of 25% on 
(2). The remainder  
on (3).  
 

RE lessons are enquiry based, 
with 5 over the year:  
 
Why is light an important  
symbol for Christians  
Jews and Hindus?  

Christian, Jewish, Hindu  
 
What does the nativity  
story teach Christians  
about Jesus?  
Christian  

 
How do Christians  
belong to their faith  
family?  
Christian  
 

How do Jewish people  
celebrate Passover  
(Pesach)?  
Jewish  
 
 
Why do people have  

different views about the  
idea of God?  
Multi/Humanist  
 
Visiting Norwich Cathedral to 
explore a Christian place of 
worship, comparing it to other 
religious places of worship.  
Comparing Judaism to 
Christianity. 

 
We also have a whole school 
religious festival  plan that runs 
over 2 years, learning about 1 

7.The marvellous picnic (those 
without enough food) 
8.An important meal (Passover) 
9.The Easter Story 
10.The Road to Emmaus (sharing 
good news) 
11.Goodbye (saying goodbye to 
friends) 

      Summer term – stories about Jesus        
/that Jesus told 

1 .Jesus and the children 
(children are important) 

2.Jesus and the taxman (choices) 

3.The man who came back 
(saying thank you) 

4.The Centurions servant 

5.I can see. 

6.The Lost Sheep (everyone is 
important) 

7.The Big Spender (Forgiveness) 

8.Big Bags of Money (using the 
skills we have). 

9.Mary and Martha (choosing to 
listen) 

10.The Big Party (everyone is 
welcome) 

 

Year 2 

Autumn term – Old Testament 
1. Samuel hears a voice 

(listening) 

2. David and Goliath 

(bravery) 

3. A brave and mighty man 

(bravery) 

4. Jonah the Groaner 

(making the right choice) 

5. Small king big task (no 

one is too young to do 

the right thing) 

6. Hezekiah trusts God 

 - the nature of 
knowledge,       meaning 
and existence  
  - how and whether things 

make   sense  - Issues of 
right and wrong, good and 
bad  
The example below is for the 
second of these strands.  
 
Year 1 
Give a simple reason using 

the word ‘because’ when 
talking about religion and 
belief.  
 
Year 2 
Give a reason to say why 

someone might hold a 
particular belief using the 
word ‘because’.  
 
 
Human/Social Sciences  
There are three strands for 
human/social sciences:  
-The diverse nature of 
religion  
-Diverse ways in which 
people practice and 

express beliefs  
-The ways in which beliefs 
shape individual identity, 
and impact on 
communities and society 
and vice versa 

  
The example below is for the 
third of these strands.  
 
Year 1 
Recognise that beliefs can 
have an impact on a 
believer’s daily life, their 

family or local community.  
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2. At least one other  
religion, religious belief or 
worldview. 
 
 
RE at EYFS will prepare children for 
the multi-disciplinary approach.  
Pupils begin to explore religion and 
worldviews in terms of special 
people, times, places and objects, 
as well as visiting places of 
worship. Pupils listen to, and talk 
about, religious stories which may 
raise puzzling and interesting 
questions. They are introduced to 
specialist words and use their 
senses in exploring religious 
beliefs, practices and forms of 
expression.  
 
No weighting is specified in EYFS.  
 
 
In EYFS, RE is taught through 
asking interesting Theological, 
Philosophical and Human/Social 
Scientific questions. 
 
 
Theology: Thinking through 
believing  
• What does this religious word 
mean?  

• How do we say this religious 
word?  
• What is this religious story 
about?  
• Why might  
people tell this story?  
• What does the word ‘God’ 
mean?  
• What is a belief  

• Why is this sacred book 
important?  

 

Pupils listen to, and talk about, 
religious stories which may raise 
puzzling and interesting questions. 
They are introduced to specialist 
words and use their senses in 
exploring religious beliefs, practices 
and forms of expression.  
 
No weighting is specified in EYFS.  
 
In EYFS, RE is taught through asking 
interesting Theological, Philosophical 
and Human/Social Scientific 
questions. 
 
Theology: Thinking through 
believing  
 

In Reception children celebrate their 
birthdays and learn about major 
religious festivals like Harvest, 
Diwali, Christmas, Chinese New Year 
etc.  throughout the year. 
 

• What does this religious word 
mean?  
• How do we say this religious word?  
• What is this religious story about?  
• Why might  
people tell this story?  
• What does the word ‘God’ mean?  
• What is a belief  
• Why is this sacred book 
important?  

 
 

 
Philosophy: Thinking through 
thinking  
 
• What puzzles you? 
• Is it real? 
• What is right? What is wrong?  
• What is ‘good’?  
• What do we mean by true?  

Spring – Passover (Judaism) 
 
Summer – Ramadan  (Islam) 
 
For 2021-2022 these are: 
 

Autumn – Guru Nanak 
Gurpurab (Sikhism) 

 
Spring – Parinirvana or Nirvana 
Day (Buddhism) 
 

Summer - Humanism 
 

major world religion festival 
each term. 
 
 
For 2020-2021 these are: 
 

Autumn- Diwali (Hinduism) 
 
Spring – Passover (Judaism) 
 
Summer – Ramadan  (Islam) 
 

For 2021-2022 these are: 
 
Autumn – Guru Nanak Gurpurab 
(Sikhism) 

 
Spring – Parinirvana or Nirvana 
Day (Buddhism) 
 
Summer – Humanism 
 

 
 

(trust) 

7. Elijah and the Ravens 

(trust) 

8. A jar and a jug (trust) 

9. Daniel and the lions 

(standing up for what is 

right) 

10. The helpful servant 

11. A time to build 

12. The first Christmas 

 
Spring term – life of Jesus 

1. Jesus’s dedication  

2. Jesus’ special friends (friends)  

3. A little girl and a frail lady 

4. Jesus heals two blind men  

5. Jesus walks on water 

6. How to pray 

7. Jesus heals a man at the pool 

8. Jesus heals the official’s son 

9. Garden of Gethsemane /Peter’s 

denial 

10. The Easter Story 

11. Goodbye at last (saying goodbye 

to friends) 

12. The Helper arrives (People who 

help us) 

 
Summer term – stories about Jesus 
/that Jesus told/early church 
 
1. Jesus and the children (children 

are important) 

2. The kind stranger (kindness to 

everyone) 

3. The tale of the two houses (who 

Year 2 
Identify ways in which 
beliefs can have an impact 
on a believer’s daily life, 

their family or local 
community.  
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Philosophy: Thinking through 
thinking  
 
• What puzzles you? 
• Is it real? 
• What is right? What is wrong?  
• What is ‘good’?  
• What do we mean by true?  

 
Human/Social Sciences: Thinking 
through living  

 
How do people celebrate? 
• What might people use this  
   artefact for? 
• What ceremonies and festivals    
have you taken part in? 
• What happens in [place of 
worship]?  
• What do these symbols mean?  

 
Human/Social Sciences: Thinking 
through living  
 
How do people celebrate? 
• What might people use this  
   artefact for? 
• What ceremonies and festivals    
have you taken  
part in? 
• What happens in [place of           
worship]?  
• What do these symbols mean?  
 
In Reception we also study 1 major 
world festival a term, like KS1.  For 
2020-2021 these are: 
 

Autumn- Diwali (Hinduism) 
 
Spring – Passover (Judaism) 
 
Summer – Ramadan  (Islam) 
 

For 2021-2022 these are: 
 
Autumn – Guru Nanak Gurpurab 
(Sikhism) 
 
Spring – Parinirvana or Nirvana Day 
(Buddhism) 
Summer - Humanism 

do we choose to trust) 

4. Treasure hunt merchant and 

pearl. (What do we 

value?) 

5. Parable of the sower (listening 

and responding) 

6. The two sons (doing what we 

say we will do) 

7. The unforgiving servant 

(forgiveness) 

8. The beautiful Gate (caring for 

everyone) 

9. Praying for Peter 

10.       Peter and Cornelius (accepting 

everyone) 

 

 

 
 
Vocabulary: Religion, belief, believers, followers, Christianity, Hinduism, Judaism, Humanism, Buddhism, Islam, Sikhism, festivals, celebrations, 
questions, enquiries and specific vocabulary related to each religion. 


