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7th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Happy new year to you all. I really hope you enjoyed Christmas and had a good rest too. The children have 
started back happy and settled.  
 
Partnership between Mousehold Infant and Nursery School and George White Junior School 
 
It is a very exciting time for both schools as the official partnership starts. I feel honoured and privileged to 
be leading this partnership. The children, staff and families will see many benefits to working so closely 
together. I have already started working closely with GWJS and it has been great to see the children so 
confident and mature, having known them since Nursery and Reception. The Senior Leadership Team are 
working closely together to look at joint school improvement priorities. This will include subject leaders 
working together from both schools to look at progression in the curriculum from Nursery to Year 6, 
children taking part in joint projects, shared community work and sharing of resources for efficiency and 
good curriculum financial planning. Mrs Petchey will start as Head of School at GWJS after Easter. Until 
then I am excited to be spending more time at GWJS and will deal with all Headteacher matters at both 
schools. This is the leadership structure this term: 
 
 

Partnership Head and 
Headteacher of MIANS 

 

Rebecca Westall 

 

Deputy Heads:   

 

Ian Tolson (MIANS), Julian Healey (GWJS) and Simon Smith (GWJS) 

 

Assistant Heads:  

 

Dhinasha Balachandre (MIANS) and Becky Stolworthy (GWJS) 
 

http://www.mouseholdinfants.com/
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Update on our Covid Risk Assessment 
 
Our school Covid Risk Assessment remains much the same as before Christmas. Our biggest concern is if 
too many staff have to self- isolate due to testing positive for Covid 19. We have contingency plans for this 
and as far as possible we will keep all classes open. Part of this plan is to merge some classes if necessary 
for a short amount of time. We will also ask some staff to move to different classes for a short while if 
needed.  We will continue to communicate with you transparently as we have done throughout the whole 
pandemic. This has worked well so far. Let’s hope there aren’t too many disruptions to normal school life 
this term. 
 
These links might help you: 
 
The national parent guidance has been updated. The flow charts developed by the health and safety team, 
provide guidance on close contacts and self-isolation requirements. There is also an updated diagram, 
within the national Stay at Home guidance explaining the new isolation rules.  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-
of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak 
 
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-
for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#SymptomsPositiveTest 
 
 
Safeguarding 
 
Over the Christmas period some families struggled for different reasons. The designated safeguarding leads 
are supporting these families. If you would like support for anything at home please talk to a member of 
the safeguarding team, our Parent Support Advisor or your child’s class teacher.  
 
 https://www.mouseholdinfants.com/safeguarding/  
 

Designated Safeguarding Leads 
Mrs Westall, Mr Tolson, Miss Wood, Miss Balachandre 

These members of staff monitor and manage all safeguarding practices and ensure staff are supported 
and have the training they need. Please ask to see one of these adults if you are worried about the safety 
of a child at school.  

 

If you have a safeguarding concern about a child out of school hours then the number to ring is: 
 

CADS – Children’s Advice and Duty Service - 0344 800 8020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#SymptomsPositiveTest
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#SymptomsPositiveTest
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Science events at Mousehold School in January 
 
This month is an exciting month for our science learning. On the 13th January the KS1 children will be having 
a visit from the Education Group to experience a Virtual Reality trip into space. We are really looking 
forward to this! 
 
The end of January will be ‘Feathered-Friend Fantastic Fun’ around this time we, and especially our Nursery 
children, like to take part in the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch. On the 27th January, Hoot with Me will return 
to visit our younger children and this will be combined with their launch day with lots of outdoor activities 
including bird watching and making bird feeders. 
Scientist Caroline Spinks from the Norwich Swift Network, (have a look at their Facebook page), will visit 
school to install some nesting boxes for swifts. You may have seen that swifts have now been moved to the 
red list of bird species that are of conservation concern in the UK. This means that their population is 
declining to dangerously low numbers. 
 
We aim to install these swift nesting boxes on our hall roof and for this we are making an appeal to any 
parents or friends with local business connections who would like to support us with this. Nesting boxes 
cost £20 each and the easiest way to donate one to the school is to visit the Just Giving link on the Norwich 
Swift Network Facebook page. If making a donation, please put a message in their notes section to say that 
this is for a nesting box for Mousehold Infant and Nursery School. We will be happy to advertise any 
donations in our Newsletter and on our school Facebook page. Once the boxes are installed, Caroline will 
return in May when the swifts are back, and we will try to encourage the swifts to visit and use the nesting 
boxes. This will be a very exciting experience for our children! 
 

A Message from our Mental Health Champions 
 
Happy New Year from the Mental Health Champions team, we hope that you had a restful break 
with your families and friends.  For those of you who were working and continuing to serve the 
local community during this busy period, thank you for helping to keep services open. 
 
January is often a time of year where some of us make New Year's Resolutions, re-thinking the 
things we want to focus and spend more time on.  Many of us may want to prioritise our own 
wellbeing, which perhaps gets pushed to the bottom of the pile as a parent.  Some of us may be 
wanting to spend less money or save more.  As a team, we try to signpost useful organisations that 
will support different aspects of family life and enhance wellbeing.  Today we wanted to raise the 
profile of a few local groups that offer support with money and finance, an area that can seem 
extremely overwhelming for many of us.   These organisations offer face to face support when 
appropriate as well as a listening ear over the phone.  They are all following Covid regulations.   
 
Citizens Advice Norfolk - Free debt and money advice with a debt advisor by appointment 
Mon- Fri 9-4pm:  01603 863 582  
https://www.ncab.org.uk/money-advice-and-pensions 
 
 
Oak Grove Money Service - 70 Catton Grove Road - Free confidential debt support with a trained 
advisor - Ring 01603 403 388: //www.oakgrovecommunitychurch.co.uk/money-advice  
 

https://www.ncab.org.uk/money-advice-and-pensions
https://www.oakgrovecommunitychurch.co.uk/money-advice
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Surrey Chapel - Free debt management and advice, budgeting course for those living in the 
Norwich area - Ring - 01603 619 555 - http://newsite.surreychapel.org.uk/community/cap/  
or email: capmoney@surreychapel.org.uk 
 
Norwich City Council - Housing, budgeting and money advice 
https://www.norwich.gov.uk/info/20063/housing_budgeting_and_money_advice 
 
 
 
Dates for diary: 
 
Thursday 13th January – Virtual reality space event for KS1 children 
 
Thursday 27th January – Hoot with Me to visit Reception children 
                                     - Scientist from Norwich Swift Network to install swift nesting boxes 

 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs Rebecca Westall 
Headteacher 
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