
History progression map 

Aim: To inspire and create Young Historians. 
Historical concepts used 

sources, evidence, continuity and change, cause and effect, significance, and perspectives. 
 

 Nursery 
 ELG:  

• Understanding the 
world. 

• Past and present. 

Birth to 5:  
Range 4 (24-36 months) 
Range 5 (36-48 months)  

Reception 
ELG:  

• Understanding the 
world. 

• Past and present. 

 
Birth to 5:  
Range 6 (48 months+) 

Year 1 
NC History aims. 

 
 

Year 2 
NC History aims. 
 

 

End of KS1 
expectation 

LKS2:  
NC History aims. 
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Begin to make sense of 
their own life story.  

 
Talk about their life and 
memories of children’s 

lives.  
 

Birthday squares help 
children see a visual 

representation of the 
passing of time and self.  

Understands self and own life 
events.  
 
Talk about familiar situations in 
the past.  
Children begin to link events in 
stories to a chronological order.  
Birthday squares familiarise the 
children with chronological 
events.  
Birthday cake making as a 
symbol of self and passing of 
time in the year.  

Children develop an awareness of the past, 
using common words and phrases relating to 
passing of time. 
 
Children can:  

• Sequence artefacts and events that 
are close in time.  

• Order dates on a simple timeline.  
• Describe memories and changes 

that have happened in their own 
lives.  

• Use vocabulary linked to 
chronological understanding:  

Past, present, future, century, new, old, 
modern, before, after (passing of time).  

 

Children develop an awareness of 
the past, using common words 
and phrases relating to passing of 
time. 
 

Children can:  
• Sequence artefacts and 

events on and timeline 
and using key dates.  

• Order dates on a simple 
timeline.  

• Describe memories and 
changes that have 
happened in their own 
lives.  

• Use vocabulary linked 
to chronological 
understanding:  

Past, present, future, century, 
new, old, modern, before, after, 
AD/BC, ancient (passing of time).  

End of KS:  
To use chronological 
vocabulary, to place local, 
world historical events on 
a timeline.  

 
 

LKS2:  
Chronologically secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of British, 
local and world history.  
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   Talk about themselves and 

their own lives.  
 

• Talk about a memory.  
• Visual representation 

of change in the 
classroom.  

• Seasonal changes.  
• Celebrations of 

events and people.  
• Animals that once 

lived by no longer do 
(dinosaurs)  

Talk about the lives of people 
around them.  
 
Know some similarities and 
differences between things in 
the past and now.  
 

• Children can speak about 
their experiences from 
the past.  

• Children can retell 
stories, events that have 
happened.  

• Children can celebrate 
religious, personal 
events. 

• Children can understand 
changes, events and 
people from story books 
read in class.  

Children to use stories/sources to show that 
they know about events.  

Children should identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life in different 

periods.   
 

Children can:  
• Recognise some similarities and 

differences between the past and 
present.  

• Identify similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 
periods. 

• Know and recount stories and 
significant events in history.  

• Understand that there are reasons 
why people acted as they did in the 
past.  

• Describe significant individuals.   

Children to use stories/sources to 
show that they know about 

events.  
Children should identify 

similarities and differences 
between ways of life in different 

periods.     
Children can:  

• Recognise some 
similarities and 
differences between 
the past and present.  

• Identify similarities and 
differences between 
ways of life in different 
periods. 

• Know and recount 
stories and significant 
events in history.  

• Understand that there 
are reasons why people 
acted as they did in the 
past.  

• Describe significant 
individuals.     

• Give reasons behind 
changes over time  

• Identify key features, 
aspects, and events.  

End of KS:  
To compare events. To 
understand cause and 
effect of events and 
changes in history.  

 
 

LKS2:  
To note connections, 
contrasts, and trends over 
time. Draw on own 
historical research and 
existing knowledge.  
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Begin to interpretate family life 
and family types.  

• Story books  
• Comparing friends 

and their families.  

Begin to compare characters from 
stories, including figures from the 
past.  
 

• Using the power of 
reading to help look at 
different characters from 
story books.  

 
• Help develop empathy 

and interpretation.  

Children should understand some of the 
ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is 
represented.  
Children can:  

• Start to compare two versions of a 
past event.  

• Observe and use pictures, 
photographs, artefacts to find out 
about the past.  

• Explore different sources that 
represent the past.  

• Start to use stories or accounts to 
distinguish between fact and 
fiction.  

 

Children should understand some 
of the ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify 
different ways in which it is 
represented.  
Children can:  

• Compare two versions 
of a past event.  

• Observe and use 
pictures, photographs, 
artefacts to find out 
about the past.  

• Explore different 
sources that represent 
the past.  

• Use stories or accounts 
to distinguish between 
fact and fiction.  

End of KS:  
To compare events. To 
understand cause and 
effect of events and 
changes in history.  

 
 

LKS2:  
To note connections, 
contrasts, and trends over 
time. Draw on own 
historical research and 

existing knowledge. 
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Being curious about 
asking questions. 
 
Using the environment 
(continuous provision) to help 
develop curiosity to asking 
questions about historical 
events or people.  
Looking at sources from 
history.  

Begin to ask and answer 
questions around historical 
items.  

 
Using the environment (continuous 
provision) to help develop curiosity 
to asking questions about historical 
events or people.  
Start to answer questions about 
stories, events or people from the 
past.  

Looking at sources from history. 

Children should ask and answer questions, 
using other sources to show that they know 
and understand key features of events.  
 

• Observe or discuss evidence to ask 
simple questions about the past.  

• Observe or discuss evidence to find 
answers to simple questions about 
the past.  

• Choose and select evidence and 
say how it can be used to find out 
the past.  

 

Children should ask and answer 
questions, using other sources to 
show that they know and 
understand key features of 
events.  
 

• Observe or discuss 
evidence to ask 
questions about the 
past.  

• Discuss evidence to find 
answers to simple 
questions about the 
past.  

• Select evidence and say 
how it can be used to 
find out the past.  

End of KS:  
To use sources to ask and 
answer questions from a 
historical perspective.  

 
LKS2:  

To construct informed 
responses that involve 
thoughtful selection of 
relevant historical 
information. (Use of 
sources, research and 
historical comment).  
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Talk about past and present 
using words:  
Old, new and change.  
 
Observe historical items 
from the past.  
Continuous provision 
provides historical artefacts.  
 
Use drama/role play to act 
out events, people from the 
past. 

Talk about past and present 
using words:  
Old, new and change.  
 
Talk, write or draw historical 
items from the past.  
Continuous provision provides 
historical artefacts.  
 
Use drama/role play to act out 
events, people from the past.  
 

Children can use a wide range of vocabulary 
of everyday historical terms.  
Children can:  
Show an understanding of historical terms:  
Monarch, parliament, government, war, 
remembrance.  

• Talk, write and draw about things 
from the past.  

• Use historical vocabulary to retell 
simple stories about the past.  

• Use drama/role play to 
communicate their knowledge 
about the past.  

Children can use a wide range of 
vocabulary of everyday historical 
terms.  
Children can:  
Show an understanding of 
historical terms:  
Monarch, parliament, 
government, war, ruled, empire, 
conquer and remembrance.  

• Talk, write and draw 
about things from the 
past.  

• Use historical 
vocabulary to retell 
simple stories about 
the past.  

• Ask questions and 
develop a reasoning 
behind historical 
research.  

Use drama/role play to 
communicate their knowledge 
about the past. 

 

End of KS:  
 
To understand the 
significance of historical 
vocabulary and how it is 
used to explain and 
describe.  

 
 
LKS2:  
 
To retrieve and develop 
appropriate use of 
historical terms. Use 
vocabulary to help explain, 
argue, and describe 
historical events.  

 


